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e SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT

2012-present  Habilitation (professor qualification) at University of Potsdam, Germany
2012-present  Group Leader: MPI for Colloids and Interfaces, Potsdam, Germany

2011-2012 Postdoctoral Research: MPI for Colloids and Interfaces, Potsdam, Germany (With Prof. M.
Antonietti)

e EDUCATION

2006-2011 PhD Studies: Department of Chemistry, ETH Ziirich, Switzerland (With Prof. P. H.
Seeberger [research supervisor] and Prof. D. Neri [administrative supervisor])

2000-2006 Degree (Bs/Ms) in Organic Chemistry: University of Naples “Federico 117, Italy (with Prof.
M. Parrilli), with a research stay at Leiden University, The Netherlands

e FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

2015 highly commended finalist (top 10) for the G2C2 Young Research Award
2012 Max Planck Postdoc Fellowship
2006 Research Fellowship for pursuing synthetic studies “Towards a Plague Vaccine candidate”

at ETH Ziirich. Funding agency: Spiez Laboratory, Switzerland

2004 Socrates Erasmus European Fellowship, research stay (6 months) at the Bio-organic
synthesis group, Department of Organic Chemistry, Leiden University, The Netherlands

e  SUPERVISION OF UNDERGRADUATE, GRADUATE STUDENTS AND POSTDOCTORAL
FELLOWS

Postdoc Narasimharao Kanna (Jan 2015-Sep 2015, short stay), Dr. Gianpaolo Chieffi (July 2013-
July 2015), Dr. Zuzana Vobecka (Aug 2013-Mar 2014, short stay)
PhD Dr. Sarah Kirchhecker (Aug 2012-Aug 2015), “Renewable Imidazolium Zwitterions as

Platform Molecules for the Synthesis of lonic Liquid and Materials”,
Dr. Valerio Molinari (Jan 2013-Nov 2015), “Ni-based materials for the catalytic
conversion of lignocellulosic biomass into valuable products”,
Max Braun (Feb 2015-present), Micaela Graglia (Jun 2014-present), Elliot Steeples (Oct
2013-present), Binshen Wang (visiting PhD student, Sep 2014-Feb 2015)

Master Marcos Fernandez-Castafio (Master student, Apr 2013-Sep 2013), “Sustainable Building
Blocks for Polymers”,
Servann Herou (Master student, Jan 2014-May 2014), “Synthesis and Analysis of Carbon
Aerogels in Electro-chemistry”,



Steffen Troger-Miiller (Master student, Mar 2015-Oct 2015), “Synthesis and Application
of Sustainable Ionic Liquids”

e PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

- Referee service for Journals: Angewandte Chemie, European Polymer Journal, Polymer International,
ACS Sustainable Chemistry & Engineering, Synlett, Dalton Transaction, ChemSusChem, ACS
Catalysis, Green Chemistry, Catalysis Science and Technology, Industrial and Engineering Chemistry
Research, Applied Catalysis B Environmental, Nature Communication, Applied Surface Science,
Material Chemistry and Physics.

- Referee service for funding: Research Grants Council, Hong Kong, (2014)

SELECTED INVITED PRESENTATIONS AT CONFERENCES AND INSTITUTE
SEMINARS

2016 - Japan-Germany Workshop on “Molecular Technology* (DFG), Berlin Germany, invited
lecture: “Bio-based chemicals: sustainable opportunities at the interface between material
science and organic synthesis”.

- Potsdam University, Germany, Department of Chemistry, institute colloquium:
“Biorefinery: a sustainable landscape at the interface between materials and organic
synthesis”.

2015 - 3rd Internation Conference on lonic Liquid based materials, Berlin, Germany, lecture:
“Hydrothermal Methods for the Decarboxylation of Amino Acid Derived Zwitterion
Compounds: Towards Sustainable lonic Liquids”

- EPFL Lausanne, Switzerland, Department of Chemical Engineering, invited lecture:
“Biorefinery: a sustainable Landscape for the Synthesis of Materials and small Molecules”

- 3rd International Symposium on Green Chemistry, La Rochelle, France, lecture: “Towards
integrated biorefineries for the conversion of biomass into value-added chemicals”

- Hybrid Materials 2015, Sitges, Spain, lecture: “Hybrid materials as catalysts for

biorefinery”

2014 - MPIKG-Weizmann Institute Symposium, Max Planck Institute for Colloids and Interfaces,
invited lecture: “Chemical feedstocks from biomass: Towards integrated conversion
schemes”

- 7th Green Solvents Conference, Dresden, Germany, lecture: “Hydrothermal Methods for
the Decarboxylation of Amino Acid Derived Imidazolium compounds: Towards Sustainable
Ionic Liquids”
- MPI LeadNet Meeting, Mainz, Germany, invited lecture: “Chemicals from renewable
feedstock: towards integrated biorefineries”
- ACS Dallas Chemistry & Materials for Energy, Dallas, USA, lecture: “Chemical
Feedstocks from Biomass: an integrated Conversion Scheme”

2013 - Ist EuCheMS Green and Sustainable Chemistry, Budapest, Hungary, lecture: “Biomass
Derived Chemical Feedstocks and Building Blocks”
- Max Planck Institute for Coal Research (MPIKOFO), Miilheim, Germany, invited lecture:
“Biomass Derived Chemical Feedstocks and Building Blocks”
- University of Naples “Federico II”, Italy, invited lecture: “Biomass Derived Chemical
Feedstocks”
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*: contributing as the corresponding author.
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2012, 3, 1617-1622, “Streamlined Access to Conjugation-Ready Glycans by Automated Synthesis.” (with
PhD supervisor)
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